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William S. Thornton, 
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I am happy to report that 
our recent efforts to expand 
the breeding program is 
paying off.  Since December, 
we have had three litters 
producing 20 puppies, and 
by year-end, we anticipate 
a further five litters.  As part 
of our responsible breeding 
practices, we always secure 
suitable volunteer puppy 

raising homes for the pups.   We are currently 
looking for more Puppy Raisers in Greater 
Calgary, Greater Vancouver, and Victoria.

A major goal for this year is to find a suitable 
site for our new breeding centre — now an 
achievable goal thanks to a substantial pledge 
specifically for this project. 

Now for some exciting Alberta news! We have 
relocated our office to a retail space for a higher 
profile within the community (new address on 
last page).  We also welcomed Denise Meade to 
our team. She brings many years of experience 
in the non-profit sector.  Denise looks forward 
to connecting with our Alberta volunteers and 
supporters.

Lastly, it is a pleasure to welcome Tammy 
Winters to the Board of Directors.  Tammy lives in 
Edmonton, and her daughter Franki was the first 
youth to receive an Alberta Guide Dog. 

As you can see, we don’t stand still for a moment.  
Thanks for your wonderful support!

This past summer, our guide dog graduate Amber Thomas went into the Paralympics 
hoping for two podium finishes and maybe a new record.

And she did just that.

Competing in six events, the 19-year-old came home with a bronze medal (200m IM), 
a silver medal (400m freestyle) and broke a 28 year-old Canadian record (100m breast 
stroke).

When Amber lost her vision nine years ago from a brain tumour, she turned to 
swimming as part of her rehabilitation.  “I learned to swim before I learned how to 
walk again after I lost my sight,” she explains.  A mere four years later, Amber was off 
to Beijing for the 2008 Paralympics.  She posted an impressive seventh place finish. 

Amber competes in the S11 category, which requires the use of blacked out goggles. 
While many para–swimmers have plain blacked out lenses, an artist friend painted 
paw prints on Amber’s goggles in honour of her guide dog (whose name is Tom 
Thomas).

Because of the grueling schedule in London, Amber decided it was best for Tom to 
stay in Canada with fellow guide dog user Ryan and his Alberta Guide Dog named 
Toots.  “I took a stuffy with me [to London] that is almost identical to Tom.  It’s not 
even close to as cute or cuddly as him though,” she laughs.

However, she and Tom made a special trip to London in April 2012 as she prepared for 
the Games.  

Having achieved all of her Paralympic goals, Amber has decided to retire from 
competition.  She looks forward to spending more time with her family and pursuing 
other challenges such as training to swim across the English Channel.

(L) Amber shares her medals with guide dog Tom. (R) Amber celebrates with her family.

Paralympic dreams come true
Amber  & Tom’s Story



www.bcguidedog.com   •   www.albertaguidedog.com   •   www.autismsupportdogs.org www.bcguidedog.com   •   www.albertaguidedog.com   •   www.autismsupportdogs.org

New Arrivals

Gillie’s puppies were due on Christmas Day  
but they arrived just a few days early on Dec.21! 
The puppies and their amazing volunteer Puppy 
Raisers are:

Noelle (YLB): Tara & Murray in Victoria, BC  
taylor (BLB): Eneken & Denis in West Van, BC 
reggie (CLB): Barbara & Terry in N. Van, BC 
Meg (YLB): Rhonda & Ross in Calgary, AB 
Watson (BLM): Rob & Patty in Coquitlam, BC 
telus (BLM): Kaitlyn & Eli in Victoria, BC 
Kahlua (CLM): Nicole & Kevin in Aldergrove, BC 
Luke (YLM): Susie & David in White Rock, BC

Thanks to Donna W. for taking care of Gillie and 
the puppies for the first 8 weeks! 

We are also thrilled to have welcomed seven puppies 
to our training family in the Fall, generously donated by 
Guide Dogs from the Blind Inc., San Rafael, California.

The new recruits and their wonderful volunteer Puppy 
Raisers are:

Sabre (BLM): Donna & Randy in White Rock, BC 
Princess Pamela (BLB):  Krista & Ed in Vancouver, BC 
Myrtle (YLB): Lauren in Lethbridge, AB 
Sky (YLB): Mike in Vancouver, BC 
Nanoose (BLM): Peig & Graeme in Victoria, BC 
Mocha (YLM): Chantal in Calgary, AB

YL=Yellow Labrador Retriever 
BL=Black Labrador Retriever 
CL=Chocolate Labrador Retriever

LEGEND: GR=Golden Retriever
LxGR=Labrador cross Golden Retriever 
B=Bitch (female)             M=Male

Gillie & Max’s Litter

The California Crew

Mocha (in the driver’s seat) 
and Myrtle  at Calgary Airport.

Both mom Gillie and dad Max came to 
us from Guide Dogs for the Blind Inc. in 
California.

Our puppies are in need of gently–used bath towels (large), hand towels, 
comforters (Double), and washable blankets.  Drop off only please to our 
Delta or Victoria offices.  Call 604.940.4504 for details. 

Puppy raisers 
Wanted!

Volunteer to raise 
a puppy in Greater 
Calgary/Vancouver/
Victoria! 

Must be at home 
during the day.  Visit 
websites below for 
more info!

Puppies’ Wish List

The joy of taking family walks (made possible by you!)

Adrian & autism support dog Brooks enjoy some cuddle 
time. Team sponsors:  Variety —  the Children’s Charity 
and  Brooks’ wonderful Puppy Sponsors.

It was 10 years ago that Adrian 
was diagnosed with autism and 
since that day we have had many 
ups and downs.

While Adrian is a loving and 
happy child, he has struggled 
with communication skills and 
integration in social situations.

from a home perspective, 
we have been very limited in 
activities outside the house.  
Some activities we wouldn’t 
even try without both parents 
being there.

For example, generally we would not do shopping with Adrian at all.  Two weekends 
ago we went to Costco and Wal–Mart in the same day!  We haven’t taken Adrian to 
Wal–Mart in over five years!  I think that it helps Adrian from a variety of ways:  even 
in the chaos of a busy store he has the calming influence of Brooks to focus on and 
as well, people give him more space which makes him more comfortable and lastly, 
people see the dog and they smile, making them more receptive to the situation.  We 
have only had Brooks for a little while so I think there are even more opportunities for 
different types of activities to try like the movies — we have never made it through a 
movie ever.

Also, we have changed our routines to add daily walks.  Adrian loves going for walks 
with Brooks and loves wearing the belt. [Adrian wears a safety belt that is attached 
to Brooks, and his father or I hold the dog’s leash.]  We give commands to the dog to 
prevent Adrian from bolting.  I think he feels security from the belt.  

Adrian really enjoys sitting and playing with Brooks in the evening.  He’s still learning 
“how” to play with Brooks but what is exciting is that it is a preferred activity for him.  
Adrian used to be afraid of dogs too.

Overall, I think we have just scratched the surface of all 
the benefits and already we see wonderful things.  We 
look forward to many exciting years with Brooks!

Adrian has had so many challenges in his life — 
autism, seizure disorder, chronic migraine and 
sleeping disorder.  It is so good to bring him more 
help to make his daily life easier and happier.  Brooks 
is a lovely dog and we are very thankful and grateful for 
the support.  

the biggest thank you of all to Brooks’ sponsors. 

Adrian & Brooks’ Story — by Adrian’s mom
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You’ve helped end 10 years of sleepless nights!
Kyra & Electra’s Story — by Kyra’s mom Kim

Since the first day we have found Electra 
to be a great addition and support 
for our little girl and a blessing for our 
family.

Kyra loves animals so having an autism 
support dog to love is a natural fit.  She 
now has a companion with matched 
energy to play with.  Electra (unlike 
other children) tolerates most of Kyra’s 
“odd” and unpredictable behaviours 
(such as squealing and hand flapping). 
Without a second thought she will 
give her a kiss to say, “I love you” 
unconditionally.

Their daily play routines give Kyra the 
sensory feedback that her body needs; this helps her feel more grounded and gives 
her a greater awareness of her body in space and the world around her.  Electra is 
used in her sensory gym as a re-enforcement for cooperation as well as a playmate in 
many of the daily activities.

Having Electra out in public with her has given Kyra a great sense of pride.  She loves 
to introduce her dog and really enjoys the attention she gets from others because of 
her new companion.  Our family outings have become so much more enjoyable, and 
the time we are able to be out has increased dramatically.

taking Kyra into a public place has always had its moments with people looking 
at her and thinking she is misbehaved, different, or strange!  Wondering why does 
she make that noise, or talk like a two–year–old, or hit things?  Now there seems to be 
a greater acceptance and toleration.  (The “Autism Support Dog” vest seems to answer 
the questions).  With this new-found acceptance, we see less inappropriate behaviour 
in public and simply a great sense of pride (on all of our parts).

Having Electra has in its own way given all of us greater patience and appreciation 
for some of Kyra’s challenges and how different supports (like Electra) allow her more 
opportunity to show us some more of her strengths and abilities.

Electra sleeps in Kyra’s room, and often on the bed with her.  This has been one of the 
greatest gifts for our sleep-deprived family.  for the past 10 years Kyra has never 
slept through the night, nor settled easily. With Electra in her room, Kyra almost 
immediately falls asleep, and virtually sleeps through the night.  It seems her 
anxiety around being in her own room and all the typical fears children have in the 
dark night have subsided.  Our little girl now bolts out of her bed in the morning 
with a huge smile and a renewed energy to take on the world.  The first thing she 
does in the morning is give Electra a hug!

Kyra & autism support dog Electra.  Team sponsors: 
Garth Ziegler Memorial Golf Tournament and 
Electra’s wonderful Puppy Sponsors!

Kyra’s mom tells us that Kyra loves 
showing off her new friend in 
public.

We are only two months into this new journey and we 
have had so many significant moments showing the 
benefit of your program for children with autism and 
their families.  Every day we are seeing a new sense of 
awareness and a greater sense of peacefulness with 
our little girl.  One of the most valuable things we 
have experienced so far is our appreciation for our 
daughter.  For 10 years Kyra has been a lot of work 
and brought a lot of challenges to our family.  I think 
with all the work involved, we had all stopped feeling 
the “joy” of having her and appreciating the special 
gifts she brings to our lives. 

Having Electra in our family has calmed her down and 
slowed us down, allowing us to experience more of 
the magical moments and celebrate the gift we have.  
We can’t thank you, your donors, sponsors and 
Electra enough!  

In addition to joining our training program, puppies Meg, Telus, and Luke have been 
specially selected to be Puppy Sponsorship ambassadors!  This means that they will 
be documenting their adventures and writing letters to sponsors over the next two 
years.  Better practice your typing skills, pups!

See our back cover to learn more about sponsoring Meg, Telus, or Luke.  They can’t 
do it without your help!  You can fill out the donation form enclosed or call Patti at 
1. 877. 940.4504.

Meg, Telus, & Luke need your help to change lives!

Telus (BC) Luke (BC) Meg (Alberta)
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“Why we sponsor a puppy”

Upcoming Events

Alberta 
   May 9, 2013 — Puppy Sponsor Party (Calgary, AB): Details to come. 
     
  June 2013 — Blind Behind the Wheel at Edmonton International Raceway                                                                                                                                          
                           (Wetaskiwin): Thanks to EIR staff! Details to come.

Greater Vancouver, BC 
   Feb. 27, 2013 — Colour My Story Fundraiser at Dockside Lounge (Vancouver).   
                 Thanks to Kwantlen University’s Public Relations class. 

   Aug. 11, 2013 — Dog Days of Summer at Snug Cove (Bowen Island): Thanks to         
                  Rondy & Dorothy Dike at Union Steamship Co. Marina. 

   Aug.23, 2013 — Leah & Howie Meeker Golf for Guide Dogs & Autism Support   
    Dogs (Beach Grove Golf Club, Tsawwassen)

Vancouver Island, BC 
   May 2013 — Puppy Sponsor Party & Graduation (Victoria): Details to come. 
 
For up-to-date info about these and other events, please call 1-877-940-4504 or visit 
any of our websites below.

I am a grade one teacher at Nose Creek Elementary 
in Airdrie, Alberta.  My children have sponsored many 
puppies [including Electra on the previous page] with 
the help of their grandparents.  After seeing the regular 
puppy updates, I began thinking how wonderful it 
would be to have the grade one classes in our school 
sponsor a puppy together.  This dovetails perfectly with 
our science and social studies curriculum.  We have six 
first grade classes and decided to ask parents to give 
their kids a chance to “earn” $2 in order to sponsor a 
puppy.  We wanted the students to earn this money 
with small chores to increase their sense of ownership.  

With introducing this request, my daughter Madison came to all of the grade 
one classes to show her short presentation on Alberta Guide Dog puppies.  This 
presentation helped to build momentum for the project.  Our grade one students 
earned $288.70 to help sponsor a puppy! As teachers, we were thrilled by the 
students’ efforts as we do have a number of low–income students.  In one case, a 
little boy brought in a Chuck–E–Cheese token and 15 cents with the question, “Is this 
enough for a puppy?”  Of course our answer was “Yes!”

The grade one students of Nose Creek will be sponsoring Meg.   

Second-grader Madison 
kickstarted a fundraising project 
at Nose Creek Elementary to 
help sponsor a puppy. 

“I have all the freedom in the world...”

I’ve been blind for about 10 years now.  Back 
then, I was given a white stick [white cane] 
which was kind of devastating for me. 

I applied to BC Guide Dogs and got [my first BC 
Guide Dog] Lady and things were going along 
just fine.

My wife Sheila passed away three years ago 
so I was alone.  Just me and Lady. Jamie and 
Ashley [BC Guide Dog Instructors] got me 
settled in here in my place.

Then Lady died unexpectedly and it was 
back to the stick again.  Where it took me 20 
minutes to go to the store with a dog, it now 
took me an hour and a half.  Sometimes, I’d 
get confused. I got lost a few times so I didn’t 
venture out too far for awhile.

Vicky is a very loving dog.  She comes in every 
morning just after 6AM, sticks her nose in and 
finds me.  And then she sneezes in my face!  I pat her and she gives me big kisses and 
then she goes back to bed.

We get out by about 9:30 after breakfast. I shop every day because I can only carry so 
much.  We go home and do the dishes.  Then we go out again maybe to the mall and 
wander through there.  She likes Zellers.  Lady knew where the toy section was.  Miss 
Vicky here might pick up on it soon!

Victoria fits in pretty well.  She’s really smart.  I can’t believe how smart she is.  She just 
turned two, you know.  She’s got a lot of pop.

Crossing streets, posts, ramps, speed bumps, never any problems.  She takes me right 
to the vet’s office.  Lady would take me anywhere but!  She’d deliberately walk right 
past it!  But this one here — I walked past it and she stopped and tugged me. 

vicky certainly has filled a big void in my life, especially now that I live alone. 
She gives me something to take care of, something to worry about. She knows my 
innermost secrets.  I wouldn’t trade her for anything. 

Those eyes she has...they open doors for her.  She’s very friendly with people.  We go 
to the PriceSmart nearby and everybody in there knows her.  They make a big fuss 
over her and she just loves it.  When Lady passed away, they sent me a nice card and 
food. 

I can’t tell you how great it is to have a guide dog and how lucky I am to have her. I’d 
be living in some sort of care facility otherwise. I have all the freedom in the world 
because of vicky. 

Erik & guide dog Victoria (a.k.a. “Ria” and 
“Miss Vicky”). Team sponsor: Provincial 
Employees Community Services Fund

Erik & Victoria’s Story — by Erik (transcribed from a phone call)By Cheryl, a generous supporter
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Not every dog is meant to be a guide dog or autism 
support dog just as not everyone is destined to be a 
doctor or lawyer! 

Dogs that don’t choose the “working life” are placed 
in loving homes as pets, and in the case of Tango, he 
became a special companion for two young brothers 
with special needs. 

Tango is not a certified service animal (e.g. cannot enter 
public buildings), but his extensive training has helped 
him change the lives of these two boys.  

Hi BC Guide Dogs.  Thought I’d give you an update on 
sweet Tango.  We are loving him so much and he’s such 
a great addition to the family.  He’s really settled in now and knows his family and 
home.  Andrew, 6, can’t get enough of him and is often kissing and hugging him. 
Cameron, 8, is so gentle with him.  Tango loves to go to the park with us and chase 
his ball with the ball launcher.  He has met Rocha and Ruby his doggy girlfriends (and 
direct neighbours) and loves to play with them too.  He’s a real sweetie and gets lots 
of compliments wherever we take him.  The boys just heard about the BC Guide Dog 
puppy they are sponsoring (Gertie) and are excited to follow her progress.  

The beach pictures are from our annual holiday in Oregon.  Tango loved everything 
about this holiday — the beach, swimming, and Cameron had fun throwing the ball 
for him.  We have learned that Tango can play ball for as long as the person will throw 
the ball and it is his favourite activity.

There is a picture of Tango with his head in his birthday bag with Andrew — the boys 
each got to pick a gift for Tango for his 3rd birthday.  He got a tugga-wubba toy and a 
Christmas hat that the boys wanted him to wear — he was a good sport about it!

I can’t thank you enough for this lovely dog.  The boys and Rich and I love him so 
much.  Andrew wrote “I am thankful for tango” (for his thanksgiving writing).  
Right now he is lying in front of the fireplace in bliss.  We love this dog and can’t 
imagine our family without him.     

An Alternate Career: Tango, a Very Special Pet Special Thanks

Our thanks to the following individuals and organizations who have shown an 
outstanding, long-term commitment to making our work possible by donating 

goods/services year after year.

BC GUIDE DOG SErvICES

vancouver Mainland Office  
6050 – 44 Avenue
Delta, BC  V4K 3X7

Phone:  604.940.4504
Toll–free in Canada:  1.877.940.4504

Fax:  604.940.4506
Email:  info@bcguidedog.com

victoria Office
#104 –1027 Pandora Avenue

Victoria, BC  V8V 3P6
Phone:  (250) 413.3095

Email: jan.buehler@bcguidedog.com

ALBErtA GUIDE DOG SErvICES 

Alberta Office  
NEW!  102 – 4  14th Street NW 

Calgary, AB  T2N 1Z4
Phone: (403) 258.0819 

Toll–free in Alberta: 1.877.258.0819 
Email: info@albertaguidedog.com

AUtISM SUPPOrt DOGS
Contact any of the offices above.

Printed in Canada by Vancouver Graphics.
Charity Registration Numbers: BC&AGDS 89131 1763 RR0001 | ASD 80796 1610 RR0001

Boehringer Ingelheim
Feltham Pet Clinic
Fish Creek 24 Hour Pet Hospital
Dr. Charlotte Keller, DVM, DACVO, DECVO
Dr. Graham T. Lewis, DVM, DACVO
Merial Canada Inc.
M–pressions — for imprinting logos on our   
puppy jackets

Nestlé Purina Petcare Inc.
Novartis Animal Health Canada Inc.
Sue Paege — for designing & sewing our 
puppy jackets
Scottsdale Veterinary Hospital
Dr. Brian Skorobohach, DVM, DACVO
VetCor Canine Reproductions
Westjet
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Puppy Scholarship ($15 monthly ongoing)  
We’ll match you with a puppy who will send regular photos and letters to 
you (or your gift recipient).  Once the dog graduates as an assistance dog, 
we’ll team you (or your gift recipient) up with a new puppy!* 
 
Kinderpup ($50 one time) 
We’ll send you (or your gift recipient) a photo and introduction letter to a 
puppy. 
 
Puppy Bursary ($250 one time) 
We’ll match you with a puppy who will send regular photos and letters to 
you (or your gift recipient) until he/she graduates (about 18 months total) 
 
Mum & Pups ($1000) 
Contribute towards the care of mum and her litter.  You (or your gift 
recipient) will receive a photo of the happy family and one of the puppies 
will send photos and letter updates until graduation as a guide dog or 
autism support dog.  

To sponsor a puppy, call 1. 877. 940.4504 or visit our websites below.

*You may stop your monthly sponsorship at any time by contacting our office.

“Wow,  I can’t wait to 
grow up and change 
lives, just like you!“

yes, I would like to support a life-changing puppy!

Make a donation... online: CLICK HERE 
                              ... by mail: (head office) 6050 44 Avenue, Delta, BC V4K 3X7 
                              ... by email: scan and send to patti.nakatsu@bcguidedog.com

*Your Name _________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________   Postal Code ____________ 

Phone _______________________________Email__________________________

How did you hear about us? _____________________________________________

If this is a gift, please give name and address of recipient:

Name _________________________________________

Address _______________________________________ Postal Code ____________ 

Phone ______________________________Email_____________________________

***********************************************************************************

Sponsorship Options (please check):

____ $15 monthly Puppy Scholarship

____ $50 one-time Kinderpup

____ $250 one-time Puppy Bursary

____ $1000 one-time Mum & Pups Fund

*********************************************************************************** 

Payment Options:

1. Cheque: payable to BC Alberta Guide Dog Services OR Autism Support Dogs

2. Credit Card: 

   Cardholder’s Name ____________________________________________________

   Credit Card Number ______________________________Expiry: _______________

   Signature: ________________________________________

*We do NOT sell, lend, or exchange our donors’ personal information with other 
organizations.

**You may terminate your monthly sponsorship at any time by calling 
1-877-940-4504. 

General Donation: (please check)

____ $25

____ $45

____ $100

My choice: $______

http://www.canadahelps.org/CharityProfilePage.aspx?CharityID=s69481
mailto:patti.nakatsu%40bcguidedog.com?subject=
mailto:susan.robinson%40bcguidedog.com?subject=I%20want%20to%20sponsor%20a%20puppy%21

