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C. Wayne Reeves, B. Arch
Charlotte Keller, DVM, DACVO, DECVO
Daniel Schwartz, DVM
Graham T. Lewis, DVM, DIP, ACVO
Irene O’Brien, DVM
Norman E. Sayfy, B. Comm
Rupert Bullock

Chair: Linda Reid
Vice-Chair and Secretary: Tammy Winters
Treasurer: Kelly Guichon
Director: Peter Hrdlitschka
Director: Steve Darling
Director: Peter Roaf 
CEO: William S. Thornton, GDMI
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MESSAGE FROM
OUR CHAIR & CEO

Linda Reid, Chair William S. Thornton, CEO

As we look back on the last fiscal year, one highlight helps define our mission.

In late April, the Guide Dog community descended on Vancouver.
Organizations from 30 countries brought their knowledge and their willingness to learn and grow.

BC & Alberta Guide Dogs was proud to play host to the bi-annual International Guide Dog Federation 
Conference. It was truly an honour to play host, but even more satisfying knowing our global community 
stands ready to grow, share knowledge, and build a better foundation for the next generation.

To expand, we must continually strive to meet the demand for Guide and Service Dogs. To accomplish 
this, investments in our future must meet the need. Through our loyal supporters, volunteers, and staff we 
were able to weather the financial storms brought on by a global pandemic. As we round the corner and 
see the fruits of our hard work pay off, we know we can’t let up.

Across the globe, non-profits fight for every square inch they are given. As the IGDF Conference showed, 
when we work together towards a common goal, those square inches can quickly become miles on the 
journey to success.  Our supporters and volunteers across BC and Alberta continually push us to do better. 

From the health and welfare of the dogs in our breeding program to the care and compassion our Whelpers, 
Puppy Raisers, and Adult Dog Boarders, the desire to meet and exceed the standards established by the 
International Guide Dog Federation and Assistance Dogs International is paramount to us. 

By building a global community of partners, we can ensure success to communities across BC and Alberta.    
The enclosed financial highlights show that revenue for the year ended June 30, 2023 amounted to 
$2,878,340. This was up approximately $214,398 from 2022. Expenses amounted to $2,655,984
resulting in a surplus of $222,356.
 
Thank you to everyone who makes BC & Alberta Guide Dogs a part of their lives. We succeed when we 
come together for a common purpose, both locally and globally.
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A BRIGHTER

FUTURE

MISSION

THANK YOU FROM BC & ALBERTA GUIDE DOGS PATRON, 
LEAH MEEKER

The continued success of BC & 
Alberta Guide Dogs never fails 
to put a smile on my face. Both 
Howie and I treasured the time 
we were able to spend with your 
organization. It always lifted our 
spirits being surrounded by 
such a supportive community. 
The dedicated staff, the selfless 
volunteers, and the generosity 
of the supporters from both BC 
and Alberta is testament to the 
important work being done. 

The march of time has caught 
up to me, as travel to one of 
my favourite events is no longer 
possible. While I can’t attend 
the annual London Drugs Golf 
for Guide Dogs tournament, 

both Howie and I will always be 
there in spirit. For the past 26 
years, you may gather for golf, 
but more importantly, you unite 
as one for a common goal.

The honour of being a Patron 
of BC & Alberta Guide Dogs is 
a blessing and I want to thank 
everyone who helps to continue 
to build towards a brighter 
future.

With your unwavering support, 
I know we can make meaningful 
changes in the lives of people, 
one dog at a time.

Leah Meeker

The mission of BC & Alberta Guide Dogs is to meet the demand 

for professionally trained Guide Dogs, Autism Service Dogs, and 

OSI-PTSD Service Dogs for citizens of British Columbia and Alberta. 

At all times we meet or exceed International Standards 

as established by the International Guide Dog 

Federation and Assistance Dogs 

International.



Our Puppy Raisers and Adult Dog Boarders open 
their hearts and homes to our young dogs in training, 
providing them with love, socialization, and basic 
obedience skills. This crucial early development stage 
sets the foundation for a Guide or Service Dog’s success 
in their future role. 

The bond formed between volunteers and our dogs is a 
testament to the strength of the community, creating a 
lasting connection that goes beyond the training period.

Volunteers also play an essential role in the training 
process. From basic obedience to advanced skills, 
trainers dedicate their time to ensuring that future Guide 
and Service dogs are well-prepared for their important 
role in enhancing the independence

BC & Alberta Guide Dogs relies heavily on community 
support for its operations.  These events not only raise 
funds but also bring supporters together, creating a 
sense of camaraderie and shared purpose.

The sense of community fostered by volunteers extends 
beyond their specific roles. Through shared experiences, 
whether it’s attending events, participating in training 
sessions, or simply spending time with fellow volunteers, 
a sense of unity is created. This interconnectedness 
strengthens the core connections of supporters, creating 
a network that is resilient and adaptable.

Volunteers are the unsung heroes who breathe life into 
the mission. Through their unwavering commitment 
and passion, these individuals strengthen the core 
connections of supporters, creating a community that 
is not only focused on training guide dogs but also on 
supporting each other. In the collaborative efforts of 
volunteers, the true spirit of BC & Alberta Guide Dogs 
shines through, transforming lives and fostering a sense 
of purpose and connection that goes far beyond the 
training of guide dogs.
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VOLUNTEER COMMUNITY

DELIVERS RESULTS



Barbro Baker 
Bernice Gibbeson 
Bette Adlington 
Betty Welch
Caroline McDowall 
Constance Whittle 
Devine Elden 
Dianne Philipps
Dixie Kenny 
Donald Flood 
Dora Darling 
Doreen Jones 
Doris Redel 
Dorothy Mitzel
Edward Balon 
Elsie Ansdell 
Elsie May Kenst 
Elsie Pomfret 

Frederick Stevens 
Hans Heise 
Helen Rogers 
Henry Wickert 
Howie Meeker 
Ingeborg Tope 
Irene MacCulloch 
Jane Galliford 
Jane Warner
Janice Canning
Jean Rose 
Joan Allen 
Joan Bekius 
Joan Brundage 
Joan Freeman 
Joan Overend 
Joan Price 
John Creswick 

John Woods
Judith Martin 
Kathleen Clarke 
Kathleen Davidson 
Leonora Baker 
Louise Smith 
Lynn Hawkins 
Margaret Donigold 
Marie Hassan 
Marjorie Fackerell 
Mary Althorp 
Mary Kingston
Maureen Smith 
Meredith Helgeson 
Muriel Holmes 
Muriel Jones 
Muriel McKeown 
Nicolette Vautier 

Olive Round 
Rhonda Peterson 
Richard Ireland 
Roberta Greig 
Robyn Willis 
Rosalie Demetrick 
Susan Dodd 
Thelma Blackburn 
Tom Merillat 
Ursula Singer 
Victor Kern
Victoria Adams 
Walter Sukaroff
William Bamford 
William Jacobs 
William McCondach 
Winifred Wen-Min Yu

WE ARE HONOURED TO RECOGNIZE THE FOLLOWING ESTATE GIFTS:

JUNE 2022 - JUNE 2023

IN BC & ALBERTA
20 MONTHS - 10 YEARS

11-14 YEARS

ATTENDED BY VOLUNTEERS

OF DOG FOOD CONSUMED

PUPPY
RAISERS

PUPPY
CLASSES

BAGS

98

3,600

1,102

WILLS & LEGACY GIFTS

Boundary Bay Veterinary Specialty Hospital 
C.A.R.E Centre Animal Hospital
Canada West Veterinary Specialists
Central Victoria Veterinary Hospital Ltd.
Chase River Veterinary Hospital
Crestwood Veterinary Centre
Charlotte Keller med. vet., DACVO, DECVO

Fish Creek Veterinary Hospital
Little Creek Veterinary Clinic
Mckenzie Veterinary Services
Qualicum Beach Animal Hospital
Scottsdale Veterinary Hospital
Vetcor Canine Reproduction Services
Woodlands Veterinary Hospital

TO THE FANTASTIC VETERINARIANS AND CLINICAL STAFF WHO CURRENTLY SUPPORT 
OUR PUPPIES AND DOGS ACROSS BRITISH COLUMBIA AND ALBERTA THANK YOU!
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OUR DOGS & VOLUNTEERS

GUIDING THE WAY

65-75 LBS
WEIGHT

DOGS LIFESPAN

WORKING AGE

DOG DATA

22.5 -24.5 INCH 
HEIGHT
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A complete set of financial statements audited by 
Crowe MacKay LLP is available upon request.

2023

2023

2022

2022

2021

2021

2020

2020

2019

2019

RESULTS FOR THE YEAR:

YEAR END:

FINANCIAL
HIGHLIGHTS

BRITISH COLUMBIAGUIDE DOG SERVICES
AS OF JUNE 30, 2023

Revenues

Fundraising activities expenses

Training/client services expenses

Administrative expenses

Total expenses

Excess (deficiency] of revenues over expenses

Transfer to capital fund

Transfer to (from) endowment funds

Operating/gaming fund cash/investments net of bank indebtedness

Endowment fund and internally restricted fund investments

V. Adams fund cash/investments

Fisher fund investments

Capital assets at cost

Total assets

Accounts payable and payroll liabilities

Deferred contributions

Net assets

2,663,942

321,020

1,385,250

273,260

1,979,530

684,412

13,838

-

1,768,135

99,297

381,204

88,228

2,057,987

4,394,851

81,610

1,521,969

2,791,272

2,033,118

99,297

275,854

88,228

2,061,688

4,558,185

123,988

1,420,569

3,013,628

2,878,340

406,004

1,798,311

451,669

2,655,984

222,356

21,098

-

2,597,002

243,838

1,151,911

176,633

1,572,382

1,024,620

59,963

7,526

1,130,469

99,297

806,350

88,228

2,063,579

4,187,923

60,452

2,020,611

2,106,860

2,222,971

387,899

1,505,603

224,892

2,118,394

104,577

61,680

-

179,007

91,771

1,064,721

88,228

1,470,789

3,568,750

63,411

2,292,164

1,074,714

1,840,028

386,195

1,376,237

286,246

2,048,678

(208,650)

25,413

-

337,768

91,771

1,273,774

98,228

1,470,789

2,807,460

115,165

1,520,164

970,137
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$1,000 - $4999
AA Indar Professional
Aaron Horsington
Alice Chan
Andrew Campbell
Andrew Mahon Foundation
Andrew Morgan
Andrew Wilson
Angela I. M. Wallace
Ann Duffield
Anne Bell
Anne Kwan
Annette Gardiner
Annie Santini
Associated Veterinary Purchasing 
Co. Ltd.

B. Margaret Bawden
Barbara Dabrowski
Barbara F. Long
Barton & Gillian Hildebrand
Beatrice & David Hunter 
Endowment Fund

Beverley Wright
Beverly Wilkinson
Bill Larmour
Bishop Family Fund
Black & McDonald
Black Pearl Family Foundation
Bobby & Lorraine Swanson
Bonnie & Herman Streu
British Columbia Masonic 
Foundation

Bruce & Susan McGorman
Cameron Stuerle
Canadian National Autism 
Foundation

Christine Benninger
Chutter Underwriting 
Services/512111 BC Ltd.

Claire Tallman
Community Foundation North 
Okanagan

Concert Properties
Connie & Gordon Caldwell
Corinne Rogers
Crofton Community Centre Society
Danny Pichur
Dave & Maribel Karmazyn
David & Stephanie Williams
David & Susan Peace
David Hochman
David Stewart
Debra & Steven Topley
Del Staveley
Delta Managerial Society
Diane & Graham Mott
Diane Schwitzer
Dianne Stolberg
Don Snyder
Don Sveahun
Donald & Jennifer Heeg
Donald & Marilyn Goodridge
Donna & Paul Lessard
Donna & Roger Egglestone
Donna Molby
Douglas Seal
Dr. Carl & Theresa Andreou
Dr. David & Margaret Kerridge
Dr. Janice L. Pasieka Foundation
Dr. Michael Fung
Elizabeth van der Voort
Els for Autism Canada
Ember Resources Inc.
Estate of Henry Peter John Wickert
Estate of Mary Althorp
Estate of Maureen Temple Smith
Fidelity Investments Canada ULC

Fograscher Family Fund
Franz Pap
Fraser Valley Ukrainian Senior 
Citizen’s Housing Society

Fraternal Order of Eagles #2831, 
Ladies Auxiliary

Frontstream Inc.
Geraldine Manzara
Gerry & Darlene Sugiyama
Gheorghe Perianu
Gigi’s Heart Foundation
Graham Lewis & Lynn Prindle
Harry & Martha Cohen Foundation
Hawkes Family Fund
Hazel Hughes
Heather Robinson
Heather Stewart
Hopkins Prevett Foundation
James Mackenzie
Janet Li
Janetta Novackova
Jay & Joanne Simpson
Jean Rorke
Jean Van Wert
Jennifer Rushforth
Joan Billesberger
Joel Siegel
John VanderVelde
Justice Institute Students Union 
Society

Karen Luke
Karen Lutz
Katherine Lois McIntyre
Katie Cusack
Kurt Louie
L & R Trudel Gloria Dei Foundation
Lesley Sheppard
Linda & Gerry Van Unen Family 
Fund

Linda & Mike McKone
Linda Blyth
Lohn Foundation
Lori DeWitt
Mabel & Jim Striker Charitable 
Foundation

Marilyn Kelly
Mark & Tracey Bentz
Martin Reynolds
Mary & Hugh Campbell
Mary Andersen
Michael Woloschuk & Kathy Hill
Mike Campbell
Mr & Mrs Robert Drader
Naomi Johansen & Max Gorfinkel
Nicholas Harvey
North Delta Lions Club
O’Keeffe Fund
Oasis Foundation
Order of the Eastern Star, Arbutus 
Chapter #68

Order of the Eastern Star, Grand 
Chapter BC & Yukon

Order of the Eastern Star, Primrose 
Chapter #27

Order of The Eastern Star, Queen 
City Chapter 5

Order of the Eastern Star, 
Vancouver Chapter #2

Pacific Dogwood Chapter, NSDAR 
9015XC

Patricia & John Gouinlock
Penny Bush
Peter & June Young Legacy Fund
Peter Leacock
Powerex Corp Energy for 
Humanity Team

Purdy’s Chocolates

Ralph & Mary Biden
RCMP Veterans Association 
Vancouver Division

Rebecca Greenaway
Richmond Chinatown Lions Club 
Society

Richmond Lahoo Leo Lions Club
Robert Gillespie
Robert Lebel
Robert Maher
Robert Michael Connor
Rodger & Jean Konkle
Ron Jones
Ronald & Irene Hambly
Ross & Sarah Tweedale
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 
#114

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 
#176

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 
#191 Chemainus 

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 
#289 Tsawwassen

Royal Canadian Legion Branch #8 
White Rock

Royal Canadian Legion Branch #88 
Ladies Auxiliary

Sandra L. Wilson
Sharon & Peter Hrdlitschka
Shayna & Scott Harper
Sheilagh Cook
Sherritt International Corporation
Sidney Prasad
Sim Chin
Society of the Douglas Students 
Union

Sonia Manhas
Stephen & Nancy Molson
Stephen Ptucha
Susan Anderson
Susan Baker
Susan Mitchell
The Byler Foundation
The Donald & Eleanor Seaman 
Family

The Hamber Foundation
The Macey Foundation
The Shawana Foundation
Tim Collins
Tommy Henriksen
Tracye Jorgensen
Van-Kam Freightways Ltd.
Vetcor Holdings Ltd. K9 
Reproduction Services

Victoria Foundation
Victoria Imperial Lions Club
Vintage Fund c/o Calgary 
Foundation

Virginia Hambly Pass-Through 
Fund

Vladimir & Gredel Bergmann
Wanda Angelomatis
Wayne Luck
William & Carol McKeown
XTR Building Services
Zegarra Residential Inspections 
Inc.

$5000 - $9,999
Beth Stevenson & Leland Donald 
Fund

British Ex-Servicemens Association
Burnaby Lougheed Lions Club
Carol Dillman & Irene Scarth
Donna Morton
G & F Financial Group Foundation
Gary Nah

Heather Kellington
Ian & Rosemary Mottershead
IODE Bow Fort
Jacar Holdings Ltd.
Jane Warner
John & Sharon Stoski
John Peppar
Joyce J. Scott
Kaatza Foundation
Kathleen & Frank Addison
Lily, Wing, Tessa & Wendy Lau
Loyal Protestant Association
Michael Aldridge
RCMP Alumni Nanaimo
RJ Nelson Foundation
Ruth Adam
Shalaya Cole
Teine Energy
The Kristie Charitable Foundation
Wendy Caywood
William & Linda Thornton
Yardi Systems Inc.

$10,000 - $49,999
Ames Family Foundation
Blanche Radons
Calgary Shaw Charity Classic 
Foundation

Charlotte Keller
Cornerstone Montessori School 
Society

Donna Macdonald
Dr. Ann Worth Charitable 
Foundation

Estate of Devine Elden
Estate of Joan Brundage
Estate of John Woods
First West Foundation
Grand Chapter of Alberta Order of 
the Eastern Star Foundation

Irene Lyttle Fund c/o Victoria 
Foundation

John Hardie Mitchell family 
foundation

Linda Leslie
London Drugs Foundation
Lorna Cliffe
Mackenzie Financial Charitable 
Foundation

New Westminster Youth 
Ambassador Team

Pamela J Whaley
Provincial Employees Community 
Services Fund

Sheila Midgley
Sutherland Foundation
The Hunter Family Foundation
The JC Anderson Family 
Foundation

The Prosser Fund

$50,000 - $99,999
Aqueduct Foundation
ANONYMOUS Gift 
Donald & Margaret Garnett Family 
Foundation

$100,000+
Eldon & Anne Foote Fund 
at Edmonton Community 
Foundation

Legion Foundation BC/Yukon 
Command

Wounded Warriors Canada

AND TO THE MANY ANONYMOUS DONORS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR!

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS



Legal Title: British Columbia Guide Dog Service
Registered Charity Number: 89131 1763 RR0001BCANDALBERTAGUIDEDOGS.COM

Cover Photo by Lorna Shaw, Puppy Raiser

PATRON
Leah Meeker

FOUNDING PATRONS
William & Linda Thornton  
(co-founders)

Allard Foundation

Diamond Foundation

Dr. Hugo Sutton, MD, FRCSC

Dorothy & Rondy Dike

Eldon & Anne Foote Fund at Edmonton 
Community Foundation

Gordon & Suzanne Thornton

Irene Lyttle

Janet Li

John Hardie Mitchell  
family foundation

Leah & Howie Meeker, CM

Nestlé Purina Pet Care

Novartis Animal Health Canada

Percy & Bette Adlington

Robin & Kathryn Thornton

The Arthur J.E. Child Foundation

The Calgary Foundation

The Fisher Foundation

The Nemetz Foundation

The Robert Tegler Trust

Vancouver Foundation

Victor & Anna Kern Foundation

Victoria Foundation

Wild Rose Foundation

FOUNDING DONORS
David & Susan Baker

Edmonton Public Teachers (Local No.37,

Alberta Teachers’ Association)

Greater Victoria Dog Obedience

Training Club

Husky Energy

Leanne Palylyk Children’s Foundation

RC Pet Products

REALTORS® Community Foundation

Rotary Club of Ladner

Rotary Club of Tsawwassen

Susan & Victor MacKenzie

The Independent Contractors & Businesses 
Association of BC

Western Communities Dog 

Obedience Club

ASD FOUNDING PATRONS
BC Guide Dog Services

Diamond Foundation

Grand Chapter of Alberta — Order of the 
Eastern Star

Grand Chapter of British Columbia & Yukon 
— Order of the  
Eastern Star

The Allen & Loreen Vandekerkhove Family 
Foundation

Variety — The Children’s Charity

OSI-PTSD FOUNDING PARTNERS
Mike Annan

Deborah Maddocks

Barabra McLaughlin

BC Guide Dog Services

Candy Ashbridge

Mary Jane Alyward

OSI-PTSD FOUNDING DONORS
BC/Yukon Command of the  
Royal Canadian Legion Foundation

Wounded Warriors Canada
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BC & Alberta

BC & ALBERTA GUIDE DOGS

7061 Ladner Trunk Road
Delta, BC  V4K 3N3 

604.940.4504 
1.877.940.4504

BC HEAD OFFICE

#11 - 6115 4th Street SE 
Calgary, AB  T2H 2H9 

403.258.0819 
1.877.258.0819

Rms 9-10 
744 Primrose Street 
Qualicum Beach, BC

250.909.0090

ALBERTA OFFICE VICD SERVICE DOGS

BC & ALBERTA GUIDE DOGS


